Honors World History
Challenge Assignment
You will be asked to complete two challenges during the first semester. There will be a few in class work times made, but a bulk of this project is expected to be completed outside of class time. 
You may choose from three of the following challenges. ALL subjects/topics must be approved by me ahead of time. This includes book choices.  No two people can cover the same topic with the same challenge. 
You may stay with the same subject but complete different challenges for it, or you may choose different topics each time.  For example:  Say I read the book Catherine the Great by Robert K. Massie and write a review on the book.  That would count as one challenge.  For my second challenge I could read Peter the Great also by Massie and write a report on it, or I could do a research paper on the last of the Russian Czars or I could present a “who dunnit” about the lost princess Anastasia.  Or I could leave Russia and complete a challenge about the Ming Dynasty, or King Henry VIII.  Confused yet?
Bottom line, this is an opportunity for you to explore on your own topics that interest you that we might not have time to cover in a lot of depth.  It is also an opportunity for you to practice your research and time management skills. 
Criteria for All Topics
Topics must have a world history focus…no direct links to the US.  Christopher Columbus is ok, but John Smith is not. It is ideal for the focus of the topic to be between the years 300-1750.   Please clear all topics with me before you begin your challenge.  I will allow more leeway on the time period with the book review challenge, but your research project must be within the stated years. 
Challenge #1: Book Review
This is NOT a book report.  You must follow the requirements in order to receive a grade.  You may have me check over as many rough drafts as you would like before you submit a final copy.  Books must be a minimum of 200 pages.  
Barnes and Noble website is helpful to find books.  Click on the “Books” tab, then click on the “History” link on the left side of the page.  Scroll through and find one or two that interest you in the time period allowed, and shoot them my way (my email address is at the bottom of the page).  Another good site is goodreads..com.  But first, you may want to see if that book is available at your local library, or can be borrowed through inter-library loan.  
Part 1: Summary of the book (1 page)

Provide and over view of the book.  
Part 2: Analysis (1-2 pages)

What is the historians main argument/thesis?

What evidence does the historian use to validate his/her claims?  HINT: use the 
bibliography/works cited page to help with this part.

Does the evidence use help or hurt the argument being made?

Would some other type of evidence be more helpful?
Part 3: Conclusion (1 page)

What is your overall opinion of the book?

What are the key points you will remember from the book and why?
Challenge #2: Research Project
Choose a topic to research (again, topic must be approved by me).  It is helpful to from a question about the topic you want to answer.  
Example: Instead of just researching the Renaissance (which can get too broad and difficult to research), come up with a specific question like…
How did the role of women change during the Renaissance?
What role did the popes play in the Renaissance?
Why was Italy the birthplace of the Renaissance?
Was there a “middle class” during the Renaissance?...you get my point  
You will need a minimum of 5 sources to complete your research.  It would be helpful to use google scholar to get more scholarly materials about whatever topic you are working with.  www.google.com/scholar. Also, the world history internet source book is a good place to find primary documents.  
Research Paper:

Your research paper will need to be 3-5 pages in length, MLA format.  Let me know if you have questions.  
Research Presentation:
Very similar to the research paper, except you are not writing a paper, you are giving a presentation in front of the class.  
Follow the same research guidelines for the research paper. 
Your presentation will need to be 3-5 minutes in length. You must include visual aids of some form.  
Important Dates:
Challenge 1: The Book Review~ Dates:
Topic/Book Chosen: September 12th 

Check Point: October 10th  
Challenge 1 Due: November 6th 
Challenge 2: The Research Project ~Dates:
Work Day and Topic Chosen: November 21st  

Check Point: December 18th 
Challenge 2 Due: January 12th 
As always, if you have any questions…please let me know.  
swoycehoski@fruitportschools.net
